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Element A – Policy and Leadership 
 
Ravenscote Junior School has a very clear and positive approach to all aspects of Online Safety. The 
leadership has very effectively established that online safety is everybody’s responsibility and this was evident 
through all conversations with pupils, parents, governors and staff.  
 
There are comprehensive policies that are updated regularly, one pupil had noted the change to their 
Acceptable Use Policy and all members of the community were very clear about what this meant. Leadership 
are proactive in keeping abreast of changes regarding all aspects of online safety, drawing on a range of 
quality sources, not least the children themselves, especially through regular meetings with the digital leaders 
and reflect this in policy and practice. Frequent communications with pupils, parents, governors and staff 
ensure that policies become more than pieces of paper but support the clear drive and passion of the school to 
empower all users to enjoy the benefits of technology, build resilience with good practice and support where 
needed.  
 
Governors are actively involved in the oversight of security and online safety with regular training and access 
to training materials online. The clear communication between all members of the community ensures that 
reporting structures are active and reliable. This was abundantly made clear from parents who would seek, 
value and trust the advice and support given at the school relating to any issue of online safety outside of 
school.  
 
Element B – Education 
 

Online safety is woven through the computing curriculum with pupils clearly aware of the 4Cs which are 
introduced at the start of each lesson and concludes with an online safety question. Online safety is a feature 
of PSHE and teachers do take appropriate opportunities to link this with other curriculum subjects. Younger 
pupils in the school were as articulate and knowledgeable about the 4Cs as older pupils.  
 
Pupils felt very safe within the digital environment of the school and were positively aware of the monitoring 
systems in place and what this meant for their conduct. Online safety education is not limited to the classroom, 
reinforcement through assemblies and particularly child-led assemblies has impact.  
 
The digital leaders clearly have a very important role within the school for pupils, but also for parents, running 
a stall at parents‘ evenings. The leadership of the school is very keen to engage parents in multiple ways and 
provide a wealth of quality information on the website and regular communications. Parent sessions, 
supported by the staff, are provided with a range of experts to give freshness and variety to importance of 
online safety. When asking the pupils where they thought online safety provision could improve the agreement 
was, "Not much can improve because it’s a really great school." 
 
 

Element C - Technology 
 

The school has very clear and robust systems in place to ensure the security of systems. Most computer use 
is through the school's RDP which is regularly tested for vulernabilities with proactive monitoring and filtering. 
Pupils are familiar with 'visitors' to lessons when an alert has been triggered. Active adaptations are made to 
these systems to ensure that pupils have the right amount of access and flexibilty appropriate to their tasks.  
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The school uses iPads which differ from the school’s RDP but adaptations have been made for this, combining 
physical monitoring by staff, Senso and recording which iPad has been used by which pupil, all this ensures 
standards are followed in line with acceptable filtering and monitoring guidance across all devices. Systems 
are regularly reviewed, support is sought where needed.  
 
The school has a robust back-up, this has been actively utilised and has been prepared for systems to fail. 
Reporting routes are clear and active regarding personal data and technical security. Staff are very clear about 
their responsibilities in the use of technology. Restrictions to devices and reminders to staff create a strong 
culture of careful and responsible use, helping to mitigate some of the potential threats to the school.  
 
 
Element D – Outcomes 
 
Systems and practices are regularly reviewed and audited giving confidence to all members of the community. 
The river of reflection starts with pupils through the digital leaders, who make active suggestions that staff and 
leadership respect and value, tributaries of external advice and expertise as well as staff members and 
leadership’s commitment to online safety swell the flow. Leadership and governor support is actively informed 
through this with very clear reporting routes and cultures established in the school. Pupils themselves feel safe 
within the school’s digital environment and its proactive and positive emphasis to online safety. 
 

Areas of strength and good practice 
 

• The clear culture of online safety at school developed and established over a number of years. 
• The pupils were excellent ambassadors of online safety, very knowledgeable and positive about online 

safety. This goes beyond classroom learning and gains active importance through the Digital Leaders. 
Their leading of assemblies and communicating with parents is powerful to demonstrate and 
communicate the importance of online safety to all members of the school community. 

• The outreach to parents is incredibly strong and is valued by the parents. The expertise and care that 
staff show creates great confidence in parents in addressing issues that they have. There is a care to 
engage hard to reach parents and creative ways to communicate are employed. 

• Outside agencies are brought in to support online safety, a variety of speakers to staff, pupils and 
parents refreshes online safety and has the ability to challenge in different ways. 

• Good and frequent communication with staff and governors, regular training opportunities including 
phishing emails.  

 
 
 

Additional Comments 
 
It was a real pleasure to visit your school, positivity and professionalism shone through. 
 
 

Assessor’s Recommendation 
 

The school has reached the standards required to be awarded the Online Safety Mark. 
 
 
 
 


