
Year 4 History Reading suggestions 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This engaging picture book tells the story of a boy who 

falls down a hole to find himself back in time 15,000 
years. He wakes in a prehistoric camp and finds out 

about life in a Stone Age village. 

  
Stone Age Boy is a hugely popular book with lower KS2 

classes and helps to encourage children to engage with 
how life might have been different during Stone Age 

times. Extra facts and information are peppered 

throughout. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stig of the Dump is a classic children's novel about a 

young boy called Barney who encounters a strange 
cave dwelling creature called Stig. Stig takes Barney on 

a series of fantastic adventures into prehistoric times. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Marcia Williams embraces the Stone Age topic with her 

distinctive comic-book style. This informative text 
covers a range of sub-topics including prehistoric 

animals, hunter-gathers and Stone Age tools. This is a 

book with a high level of visual appeal and is 
particularly popular for engaging reluctant readers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A wildly heartfelt timeslip adventure that takes readers 

back to the Stone Age to explore themes of family, 
courage, loss and what it means to be human. 

Charlie lives in modern times, but after hearing very 

bad news about a new sibling, Charlie flees to the 
forest and is transported in time to a Stone Age forest. 

This is an exciting narrative that will be lapped up by 
mature readers who are ready for a roller coaster of 

adrenaline and who can handle difficult themes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Secrets of Stonehenge is a fascinating information 

text full of images, questions and captions that probe 
deeply into the mysteries of Stonehenge. This engaging 

non-fiction text is easy to understand, visually 

appealing and bursting with interesting facts and 
theories about the mysteries of Stonehenge. 
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An accessible information text designed especially for 

the National Curriculum, this is a text pitched for 

teachers and pupils of lower KS2. Taking an 
investigative approach to history, The History Detective 

Investigates Stone Age to Iron Age examines key 
questions and pieces of evidence from the Stone, 

Bronze and Iron Ages in order to build a picture of life in 

prehistoric times. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the ‘Defenders’ series, best-selling author Tom 
Palmer brings together his passions for football and 

history in haunting stories that are ‘super-readable’ due 

to their accessible layout including a dyslexia-friendly 
font and tinted paper. In this story, a boy called Seth 

encounters visions of severed heads raised high on 
spikes surrounding an Iron Age hill fort. Seth discovers 

that the heads were a means of keeping intruders out 

of the hill fort in Iron Age times and must find a way to 
face the horrors of the past that echo through the ages. 

 

History Heroes 

 

 

 
 

Discover the inspirational lives of just some of the 
extraordinary women who have transformed people's 
expectations of what women can do in this stunning gift 
collection. Featuring illustrated timelines and all the women 
from Kate Pankhurst's adored picture books, from Frida 
Kahlo to Jane Goodall, and some new faces too. Get ready 

to meet courageous racing car driver Eliska Junkova who 
whizzed to victory and became the first woman to win a 
Grand Prix and the influential composer Chiquinha 
Gonzaga, the first woman conductor in Brazil. 

 

Romans 

 Empire's End: A Roman Story is part of the VOICES 
series that celebrates the lives of BAME protagonists 

during key eras of British history. This book tells the 

tale of a young North African girl who sets out on a 
danger-filled journey to Britain during Roman times. 

This is a gripping adventure that offers a new 
perspective into the myriad of Roman narratives 

shared in schools and is full of details that immerse 

readers in knowledge of life in Roman times. The 
story helps to develops an understanding of the 

Roman world as one that was full of many different 

cultures, religions and ethnicities 
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Published in collaboration with The British Museum, 

this children's information book offers a humorous and 

informative introduction to daily life in Ancient Rome 
and has a high appeal to readers in KS2. The book 

compares modern-day life for children to different 
aspects of daily life for the Ancient Romans, including 

clothes and hairstyles, education, family life, pets, 

food and hobbies. The information is presented 
through speech bubbles, diagrams and bright cartoon-

style illustrations as well as accessible chunks of text.  

 
 

A super-fun novel that tells of the crazy adventures of 

Perilus, a Roman boy who dreams of riding chariots in 

the Circus Maximus. Romans on the Rampage is a 
laugh-out-loud story offering a bit of light relief and is 

perfect to read aloud to lower KS2.  
 

 
 
 

This engaging book is a fun hybrid between graphic 
novel, activity book and information text. The story, 

told in graphic novel form, follows a group of friends 

who travel back in time and explore Ancient Rome. At 
various different points in the story there are relevant 

puzzles, fact boxes, activities and project ideas. This 

book has a high visual appeal and is a great addition 
to your library of Roman topic books. 

 
 A gripping novel that provides plenty of background 

information about life in Ancient Roman times. The 
plot of The Thieves of Ostia centres around a young 

girl called Flavia who investigates the mystery of who 

is killing the dogs in the Roman port of Ostia. This is a 
popular choice for KS2 classrooms and is part of the 

well-loved Roman Mysteries series. 

 
 With the Celtic tribes of Ancient Britain leaving no 

records, we only have the Roman accounts of what 

happened during Boudicca’s revolt. Tony Bradman 

has taken details from Tacitus’ description of the Iceni 
queen and the battles she led in order to create a vivid 

and gripping story told by Rhianna, who witnesses the 

events of a turbulent time in British history. This story 
aims to give young readers an understanding of the 

motivations that led to the uprising and shows a 

darker side to Boudicca's story, giving an opportunity 
to open up discussion on a range of ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ready... as a young man living in the Roman Empire, 

you’ve heard many stories about far-away lands and 
people. It sounds exciting but you’re about to discover how 
tough life really is for a Roman soldier!  

 
Key Stage 2 shared and guided reading 
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